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Sketchley’s Island – Allworth
some very good oyster leases, exporting to Red Funnel Fisheries
Newcastle for the Sydney and local markets. Perhaps the best
lease was located between the South East end of Flying Fox Island
and the very small Kitchener Island. At low tide a 20 Litre drum
could be filled with oysters without moving from the spot. The
excellent tidal flow over the stones increased the good quality of
oysters that was produced.
The island also has very rich soil. To manage the herd, the in-calf
cows were taken to another property on the mainland. The return
with their calves was a very smooth transition as the stock reared
there loved to come back.
The land granted under Torrens Title purchased by Thomas
Sketchley in 1922, was originally called Flying Fox Island. It
comprised 60 acres along with two unnamed islands on the
North East side. It is assumed that after Thomas Sketchley was
married in 1908 he leased the island for a number of years before
he purchased it in 1922. It has been owned by 3 generations of
Sketchley’s since its purchase; Thomas, his youngest son Percy
and Percy’s only son Keith. Thomas was employed by The Hunter
River Steam Ship Co. as wharf manager at Allworth for 30 years.
He established the dairy on the island, with a supply of cream 3
times a week to the Hexham Butter Factory. With the by-product;
light milk - he reared the calves and pigs.
In 1941 Percy and his wife Della continued the dairy for the next
50 years, building a new brick dairy and bales in 1956. The herd
consisted mainly of Durham and Jersey cows. They were milking
approx. 25 head twice a day until retirement. After retiring
from dairying in 1991, Percy reared Red Poll beef cattle. He also
maintained a very good orchard growing oranges, mandarins,
peaches, pears and Granny Smith apples – with no problems of
fruit fly when the orchard was established.
As part of his business he hired row boats to weekend fishermen
as Allworth was an excellent rock oyster growing area. He leased

A story in Thomas’ day of an old horse reared on the island sold
through its life and having several owners just turned up one day
on the island to die. It was allowed to see out the remainder of its
life there.
There is a well on the island, located about 60 metres from the
salt Karuah river. It has provided good fresh stock water for over
100 years.
Prior to 1900 there was a house located not far from the well
where a local family lived. The house had been demolished by the
early 1920’s before the island was purchased by Thomas. While
the Sketchley’s never lived on the island, they lived directly across
the Karuah River within Allworth. They would travel to the island
several times a day by row boat.
~ Keith Sketchley - June 2012
*Note: The Island was gazetted in 1986 as Kitcheners Island but
will surely be always known as “Sketchley’s Island” to the locals.
The Island is listed for sale with Denise Haynes of R & R Property
Price: Offers over $550,000 - Contact 0414 725 482
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BULAHDELAH ~ $189,000

2Bdm plus sleep-out, 1 bath weatherboard home on approx 1176m². In a quiet street in town. Laods of
potential for a reno.

LIMEBURNERS CREEK ~ $292,500

4Bdm, 2 bath hardiplank 2 storey home on approx. 1000m². Single garage and large dbl carport. Located
in quiet community area just 20 minutes from Raymond Terrace.
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Approx 557 acres in two titles. Cleared area at front with 2 caravans & annexes plus open bay machinery
shed. Balance hilly timbered native bushland & rainforest areas. 3 creeks. 5 minutes to town.

Lovely 4bdm, 2 bath brick home on approx. 2.5 acres. Mill Creek frontage along one boundary. Located
on the fringe of the village & only minutes drive to town centre. Dbl brick garage with electric roller door.

4Bdm, 2 bath brick home on approx. 1 acre in the heart of the village. Immaculate split level home
with expansive living areas. Self-contained 1bdm, 1 bath granny flat attached. Various shedding, gardens,
chicken coop and an abundance of fruit trees. Dbl attached garage.
4Bdm, 2 bath brick home on approx. 100 acre lot. 4 bay machinery shed, above ground swimming pool,
steel cattle yards, solar power. In a very private location yet only 7 minutes drive to Booral.

NEW Listings
BOORAL ~ $1.45 Million

2 shed poultry farm on approximately 76 acres. Option to build a 3rd shed STCA. 3Bdm weatherboard
home with in-ground swimming pool. Excellent grazing property. Great business.

stroud ~ $875,000

4Bdm brick home with rendered finish set on approximately 153 acres. Energy efficient home designed
to leave a small footprint. Stunning views. Mixture of clear & native bushland acreage. Dbl garage. Only 5
minutes from town yet complete privacy.

monkerai ~ $850,000

Approx 130 acres of lush grazing land set on the banks of the Karuah River. Approx 50 acres of river flat
alluvial soils. Inc 106Mgl irrigation license, domestic water license & 13 dams. 3Bdm weatherboard home
and an abundance of machinery shedding.

stroud ~ $470,000

4Bdm Hebel home on approx. ½ an acre in Stroud village. Modern style home with open plan living areas.
Spacious bedrooms with built ins. Rc air con & SC wood fire. Attached single garage plus carport. Outdoor
undercover area. Machinery shed. Fully fenced yard.

stroud ~ $385,000

1Bdm weatherboard home with separate studio/office. Modern open plan living & kitchen areas. Situated
on approx. 3.1 acres. Lockup garage, dbl carport, caravan carport. Home design for seamless extension if
desired. Located in town with all services. Large dam and creek.

girvan ~ $299,000

Approx 110 acre property – very private location. Approx 40% clear - remainder native bushland. Adjoins
the National Park. Creeks throughout. Western Red Cedar cabins set up into living/cooking, bedroom,
bathroom, composting toilet and animal enclosure.
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