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Walter (Wal) Patrick O’Keeffe – No. 2826 –
Australian Imperial Force (AIF)
This is the first in a series of Pioneer articles which will remember
our men and women that went to The Great War and fought
for our country, Mother England, and our freedom. A number
of our community lost their lives on the various battlefields. Wal
O’Keeffe paid this ultimate sacrifice.
It is thought that Wal was born in Stroud in March 1892. The
family lived at “Lynwood”, 13 Cowper Street, Stroud. Wal’s family
included father Michael Francis O’Keeffe, mother Maria O’Keeffe
(nee Bowden), and siblings Alice, Lena, Thomas, Jack, Frank (a
barber in Stroud), and Nell.
Wal signed up to join the AIF on 29th June 1915 in Melbourne,
aged twenty-three years and three months. He was five foot five
inches in height, weighed 10 stone 3 pounds, and had blue eyes.
This is part of the medical examination description on enlistment
day. It is unknown what took Wal to Victoria though it is known
that he spent a lot of time in Sale, Victoria.
Many Australian men and women
joined the First World War, like Wal,
because they wanted to do their
bit for Australia and the Empire.
They were encouraged to do so by
propaganda posters with slogans
such as “Australians! The Empire
Needs You”1.
O’Keeffe served in the 59th Infantry
Battalion after having been in the
6th Battalion and the 58th Battalion.
Sadly, Wal was killed in action in the
fields of France on 19th July 1916, just
over a year from when he enlisted. The war records state that
there was a court of enquiry on 29th August 1917, over a year
after his death. The enquiry found that Wal was buried in No
Man’s Land. Wal’s mother, no doubt distraught and worried for
her son’s welfare, sent a telegram on 5th September 1916, seeking

an update on Wal. On
6th September 1916,
the Major was unable
to update the most
recent
information
that Wal had been
missing since 19th July
1916.
The uncertainty for
Wal’s family continued.
On 27th July 1921,
correspondence stated
that the forces had not
received ‘any trace of
the last resting place’
of Wal. The author of
the correspondence
sought
advice
as
to any knowledge
This photo of Walter was a favourite
that the family had
of his mother’s. It is uncertain when it
was taken. It could be his 21st or at a
from ‘any letters or
wedding given the flower on his lapel.
communications that
contain any reference
to the circumstances surrounding his death, particularly the
exact locality at which it occurred, or where he was last seen
alive’. Wal remains unidentified.

LEST WE FORGET
------------------------------------------------By Sharon Burke ©2015
Many thanks to Helen Campbell for her assistance and the photograph of
Walter. Thanks to Stroud & Districts Historical Society for access to their
files. Walter’s war records were accessed through the National Archives
web site. All WW1 records are freely available online.
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SOLD LISTINGS
LD

BOORAL ~ Offers over $450,000

LD

BULAHDELAH ~ Offers over $450,000

LD

GIRVAN ~ $159,000

LD

BULAHDELAH ~ $155,000

LD

GIRVAN ~ $140,000

LD

ALLWORTH ~ $99,000

SO

SO

SO

SO

SO

SO

3Bdm home on approx. 15 acres. Quiet & Convenient Location.

4Bdm home on approx. 10 acres. Great Shedding. Perfect Views.

3Bdm home on approx. 3/4 of an acre. Backs on to rural land. Creek. Shedding.

Approximate 2 acre small holding in Myall Park Estate.

An approximate 10.4 acre vacant parcel of land with rural surrounds.

Vacant building block within Allworth village approx. 900m².

NEW LISTINGS
STROUD ~ Offers over $1.1 Million

Brand new 5bdm, 3.5 bathroom luxury home w/ approx. 128 acres of excellent pastures. Large dam plus
smaller ones. In a much sought after Mill Creek precinct. Just minutes to Stroud central business district.

STROUD “ECHO VALLEY FARM” ~ Offers over $1.1 Million

3bdm, 2.5 bathroom unique home with stunning views. In ground swimming pool, gardens, shedding, stock
yards, approx. 300 acres grazing land. Private but convenient location.

STROUD ROAD ~ Offers over $560,000

Renovated spacious 4Bdm home on approx. 108 acres with abundance of clear grazing land, shedding,
dams and paddocks. Also has river access. Just minutes from Stroud village.

STROUD ~ Offers over $285,000

3bdm home with approx. 1 acre parcel of land within Stroud village. Spacious and convenient. Creek access.
Currently receiving excellent income as a rental property.

STROUD ~ $270,000

Solid 3bdm home literally around the cnr from cafes, shops and facilities in Stroud. 2 street frontages.
Currently an investment property.

STROUD ~ $239,000

2Bdm home with excellent location within the village. Office which has potential as a 3rd bdm. Give it a
paint & polish or leave as is. Great little investment property.

GIRVAN “WUNULUOU FARM” ~ $125,000

Diverse approx. 14.5 acre rural holding within a quiet area. Consists of creeks, gullies, rainforest, dam and
grazing land. Fenced into paddocks. Comes with a shipping container plus 4 cows.
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