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The Masonite House
The Masonite Company had gangs of men working in and around
Stroud and the house was used by them as a camp for quite a few
years. And then the cattle moved in and camped in and around
the house!
Following this period, Wallace and Doris’ son, Vince, purchased the
house from the Masonite Company with his wife, Alma. Vince is Val’s
first cousin.
Val and John Melmeth purchased the house in 1969, and another
parcel of land connected to this block in 1980.
When the Melmeth’s purchased the house there was evidence of
the mill’s tramway on the property due to the tramway stop on the
property. Other evidence from the mill days was the old boiler that
was in front of the house.
The Melmeths purchased the home in original condition. For
example, fret work around the house, just under the roof; a copper
was used in the wash house; a chip heater bath was used by the
family; and the children played on a wooden see-saw. There was a
well outside, on the bathroom side of the house.

This story explores the history and memories of a property with a
connection to Simsville: 6 Bridge St Stroud. The property was also
known as ‘The Stroud town block’1 and the Masonite House2. The
house was built in April 1913.
The property that would become 6 Bridge Street was described by
Ian McNeil:
Millars also purchased three acres of land in Stroud near
the intersection of the present day Simsville Road and the
Bucketts Way. This was its timber depot and the terminus
of its outlet tramway from Simsville. In 1913 it built a fine
town house there for the mill manager. As befitting the
largest industry and biggest employer in Stroud, Jarrah Mill
managers enjoyed a high social standing. They presided over
numerous sporting and charitable committees, and played a
leading role in the town’s many social activities3.
The Melmeth family’s connection to the property goes back to the
days of the Simsville and Jarrah Mills. Val’s uncle, Wallace Bowden,
with wife Doris, was a leading hand for the Masonite Company and
reared most of his family in the house. Wallace and his family later
moved to Newcastle.
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McNeil, Ian, Simsville and The Jarrah Mill: Myall River State Forest New South Wales,
2nd Edition, p.13.
2
The Melmeth family in conversation on 11 September 2016.
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They had beautiful French doors in all rooms opening onto the
verandahs. The two front bedrooms and living room had double French
doors. All rooms, except the two front bedrooms, had fireplaces. The
house had tongue-and-groove pine lining. It is believed that the house
was built from wood from the Jarrah Mill. John Melmeth remembers
that nothing was square in the house, making restoration difficult.
They had electricity but not many other utilities that we take for
granted today. For example, no telephone, and no septic or sewerage.
They had to use the pan system until daughter Jennifer was a teenager.
Floors were either bare boards or linoleum.
The lounge room was thought to be approximately 20ft by 16ft. It is
believed that they held dances in this room during the time of Mr
McDaniell, the mill manager. Val also has fond memories of Aunty
Doris entertaining in this room, especially her jelly cakes.
Val and the family remember the kitchen during the time of Wallace
and Doris. There was a fuel stove for cooking, a tin chimney where
the rain came in! There was no sink. They washed up in a dish.
Bridge Street was not formed at the time of the Melmeth’s purchase.
There was a gate across the dirt track where it joined the main road.
In the early to mid-seventies Bridge Street was formed and the gate
was removed.
Special thanks to the Melmeth family for sharing their memories, and
to Ian McNeil for allowing me to use his publication.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sharon Burke © 2016

3
McNeil, Ian, Simsville and The Jarrah Mill: Myall River State Forest New South Wales, 2nd
Edition, p.13.

T 02 4994 5766

www.randrproperty.com.au

SOLD Listings
LD

stroud

LD

stroud

LD

Bulahdelah

SO

SO

SO

3 bdm split level brick and cedar
home. Swimming pool & landscaped
yard. Dble carport & powered shed.

Approx 100 fenced acres. 2 bdm
hardiplank home. 12v solar panel
system. Large open bay
machinery shed.
3bdm/2bathroom home. 6m x 6m
dble colorbond shed, carport, 12m x
6m colorbond shed. Swimming pool.

LD

booral

LD

the branch

LD

girvan

SO

SO

SO

Approx 23 acres. 2 cottages on the
property plus a riverside hut. Stable
areas, small storage shedding & dams.

Approx 69 acre property with over 200
metres of Karuah river waterfront. 3bdm,
2 bathroom Mediterranean style home.

Gently sloping 7.5 acres “The Little
Ranch”. Full building entitlement. Fully
fenced. Large 16mx8m shed.

NEW Listings
booral ~ $385,000

Set on an approx 10 acres of cleared land dotted with shade trees. Stables and shedding perfect for horses.
3 bdm home. Front undercover verandah. A short drive to Booral’s shops, bakery and petrol station.
Perfect for the budding hobby farmer and animal lover.

Bulahdelah ~ $560,000 - $580,000

Brick home situated on 5 acres with rural views. 4 bdm farmhouse with timber flooring, doors & windows.
Ensuite and walk in robe in main. 15m x 10m machinery shed. Creek and dam. Wide verandahs perfect
for entertaining.

girvan ~ $675,000

Approx 103 acre property featuring endless countryside views and quality grazing land. Lovely country
style weatherboard home. 3 generous bdms. 2nd Hardiplank home. 6 dams, 2 x 5000 L poly tanks plus
a 10,000 L poly tank. Single colorbond lockup.

stroud ~ $695,000

Approx 171 acres of grazing land and fertile creek flats. 7 dams and a semi-permanent creek. 3 bdm
hardiplank home. Front verandah. Spacious kitchen and dining area. Wood fire. Carrying capacity of
approx 35 head. 10 minutes from Stroud village

Bulahdelah ~ $695,000

Hidden 84 acre piece of paradise. Creeks & magical rainforest pockets. Stylish 3 bdm brick home.
Verandah on 2 sides, paved patio area plus an enclosed Queenslander room. Sgle detached garage.
Dutch style barn. 3 door colorbond shed and carport. 2 dams and 3 rainwater tanks. Adjoins State Forest.

swan bay ~ $695,000 - $750,000

Beautiful parcel of land with magnificent waterfront views. 4 bdm weatherboard home. Caesar Stone
kitchen. Master bedroom plus an ensuite. Attached dble garage. In-ground swimming pool. Approx 2.5
acres with 2 fenced paddocks plus horse yards with day shelters. Approx 20mins by boat to Nelson Bay.

stroud ~ $790,000 - $820,000

Approx 59 acre pasture improved property with extensive creek frontage. 3 bdm weatherboard home and
a 1 bedroom studio style sleep out. Mill Creek along one boundary. Timber cattle yards, original dairy with
3 phase power. 9m x 6m open bay colorbond shed, powered hay shed. Mins to Stroud Village. Town water.
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