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Rachel Henning’s Stroud of the 1800s
This article will look at Stroud during the second half of the 1800s
through the letters of Rachel Henning1. She moved from England
to Australia in 1854 and stayed until 1856 when she returned
to England due to homesickness. In 1861 Rachel returned to
Australia permanently.
In November 1866, Rachel wrote to her sister, Annie, and stated
that her husband was going to Stroud the following week to
make enquiries about land to purchase which would take some
time to occur.
In February 1867, Henning commented on income, stating that
their annual income was 205 pounds which was ‘quite enough to
live on most comfortably in the bush’. Also, the wool from their
100 sheep would give them approximately twenty pounds per
year. Rachel went on to say that she had a preference for Stroud
out of town, rather than being ‘close to a gossiping village’.
In March 1867, Rachel wrote to her sister, Etta, to advise of the
purchase of the Stroud property and the plans for the house to
be built. She commented that they had made a good deal with
the carpenter to build their home for 115 pounds.

is still “hard at it”’. She explained that ‘in this dry country the
heaviest floods seldom last for more than a week’. This is quite
a different way to let loved ones know of a natural emergency
like we experienced in April 2015 when the world learned of our
predicament through television, radio, and social media.

Henning described the property and where it was located. ‘The
place we have bought is called “The Peach Trees” – I believe
because some shepherd planted some peach-trees (sic) at the
old station. … It is about eight miles from Stroud, but a good road
all the way … it will be a pleasant ride once or twice a week to
get our letters’.

On February 1, 1872, Rachel wrote to her sister to advise that
she was leaving “The Peach Trees” and Stroud due to isolation
from town, Sydney, medical expertise, and the market where
they sold their farm animals.

Rachel told Etta of her first wedding anniversary in Stroud. She
said that they ‘went to church in the morning … and after dinner
we rambled about the garden of an old deserted house’. Henning
continued that they ‘climbed a steep green hill above Stroud and
sat down there in the shade till sundown’. One can only imagine
that this steep hill was Silo Hill.

-------------------------------------------------

Quite topical for Stroud today, Henning wrote to her sister
on March 18, 1870, and discussed Stroud’s flood, noting, ‘We
have had almost incessant rain for nearly three weeks, and it

Rachel Henning has provided an insight into Stroud life and that
of regional Australia in its pioneering days.

Sharon Burke ©2015
This article has been written from the book of Rachel Henning’s letters
which can be accessed at www.gutenberg.net.au
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Rachel Henning became Rachel Taylor after marriage but she will be
referred to as Rachel Henning in this article as that is the name that
she is remembered by.
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SOLD Listings
LD

stroud

LD

stroud road

LD

booral

SO

SO

SO

3bdm, 2 bath, split level cedar home
on approx. 300 acres. Stunning views
from wide verandahs & perfect privacy.
Farm shedding, stock yards & garages.
In-ground swimming pool.

4bdm clad home on approx. 108 acres.
Very spacious home w/ verandahs
front & back. Good cleared pastures
along w/ timbered areas. Stock yards,
dams, shedding & river.

Approx 700 acre timbered lifestyle
block w/ tar road frontage. Dams &
gullies. Well located being approx. 5
min drive to Booral village.

LD

stroud

LD

wards river

LD

booral

SO

Approx 200 acre property w/ cabin/
shed. Power & telephone site. Cleared
grazing land, timbered hilly areas,
creeks & gullies. Approx 5 min drive to
Stroud.

SO

3Bdm weatherboard home plus 1 bdm
2nd building (was the Wards River
Schoolhouse). On a 10 acre parcel of
land in Wards River. Shedding, a dam,
a creek.

SO

2 dwellings on approx. ½ acre parcel
of land. One being a brick home & one
being a weatherboard. Both require
renovating but would be a good
investment once completed.

NEW Listings
STROUD “Coppermine” ~ Offers over $950,000

Approx 158 acre property with 4bdm brick home. Stunning views from the home over the property.
Abundance of water. Fertilised & Seeded paddocks. Machinery Shed. Approximately 10 mins drive to
Stroud village.

THE BRANCH “Larpent” ~ $980,000

Approx 63 acres (2 acres on a separate title with building entitlement) 4Bdm main residence with heritage
feel, built from reborn materials. 2nd studio style cottage. Larpent River boundary. Partially cleared and
lightly timbered areas, abundance of water. Approx 10 mins to Pacific Hwy at Karuah.

THE BRANCH “Arnala” ~ $580,000

Lifestyle property approx. 128 acres timbered with approx. 20 acres cleared. Beautiful 4Bdm, 2 storey
colorbond home. Attached garage plus machinery shed/stables. Dams. Approx 15mins to Pacific Hwy at
Karuah. Tar sealed frontage. Solar power plus mains.

the brancH ~ Offers over $600,000

Lifestyle property of approx. 130 acres. 3bdm weatherboard/tile home. Wide verandahs to 3 sides with
laundry & 2nd bathroom off one end. Shedding plus lined room off end. 11 dams, creek frontage. Private.
Solar power plus mains.

stroud ~ $480,000

Beautiful 4 bdm, 2 bathroom brick & tile home on ½ acre in Stroud village. In-ground swimming pool,
shedding plus dbl attached garage. Open plan living areas plus formal lounge & dining rooms. Solar power
plus mains. All town services.

stroud ~ Offers over $300,000

3bdm weatherboard & tile home in quiet street on approx. 1 acre adjoins Stroud Common of approx. 30
acres. Spacious interior with timber kitchen, fireplace, air con, ceiling fans.

booral “Rose-Lee” ~ $280,000

3bdm character home of yesteryear. Weatherboard with iron roof, high ceilings, some pressed metal inside.
Decorative fireplace/mantel, stained glass features. On approx. ½ acre with large 3 roller door colorbond
shed. This one requires some TLC to bring it back to life, but would be well worth it.
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