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Christmas time in Stroud
As we prepare for Christmas 2015, I thought it would
be timely to see how Christmas was celebrated in
years past.
Stroud has celebrated Christmas in different ways.
Schools concerts have been constant. Fundraising
for wartime comfort funds were common when our
men and women were away serving their country.
As well, Christmas Tree prize-giving was a favourite
of the children.
Two celebrations that I was not expecting were
Christmas Races and Christmas Balls. The races were
held at The Branch from the latter 1800s through to
more recent times. The Branch was also host to the
Christmas Balls.
As an aside, Christmas 1900 reports noted that there
were many people passing through Stroud onwards to
Commonwealth celebrations that would take place on 1
January 1901, Federation: the birth of our nation.
On Boxing Day 1900 the Stroud Christmas Race Club held
their meeting. The attendance was large but entries were
lower than previous years. The officials included Messrs.
McNeil, Daunt, McCrae, Crick, and Franklin. It was reported
that there were ‘several games of chance’ which I am sure is
what we call betting today1. C J Lemottee held a publican’s
booth and was busy all day. Our current councillor, Karen
Hutchinson, has fond memories of the Christmas Races at
The Branch in slightly more modern times .

salmon pink and navy were popular. People came from
all around, including Karuah, Allworth, Girvan, Stroud,
Booral, Washpool, Bunyah, Minmi, Raymond Terrace, and
Tea Gardens. Apart from celebrating the upcoming festive
season, the night was an occasion to raise funds for the
children’s Christmas presents2.
Fast forward to 2015. R & R Property wish you a safe and
happy Christmas. We look forward to serving you in 2016.
------------------------------------------------Sharon Burke ©2015
Special thanks to the Stroud Facebook community for
contributing to clarification around the Christmas Races at The
Branch.

In the lead up to Christmas of 1934, there was an all-night
Christmas Ball held at The Branch on 16 November. They
had lovely decorations, lots of food, and a crowded dance
floor. Evening frocks were the preferred outfit for women
and the favoured fabric was marocain of many hues though
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The Maitland Daily Mercury, 29 December 1900.

The Raymond Terrace Examiner and Lower Hunter and Port
Stephens Advertiser, 22 November 1934.
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SOLD LISTINGS
LD

STROUD “DERRYBAWN”

LD

STROUD

LD

BULAHDELAH

SO

SO

SO

Walls & ceilings of decorative pressed
metal, soaring ceilings, polished
Tallowood floorboards, stained glass
window features, French doors and fire
places.
3bdm brick home on approx. ½ acre.
Bay windows, slow combustion wood
fire, formal dining room & skylight.
Double attached garage, outdoor
entertaining area.
18 acres of bush & cleared land. 2 bdm
plus a 3rd bedroom or study. Timber
kitchen, floorboards & fireplace.
Fenced paddocks, stables, chook pen,
bird avery and 5 bay machinery shed.

LD

BULAHDELAH

LD

STROUD

LD

STROUD

SO

80 acre property along Upper Myall
River, 8 paddocks, 3 bay machinery shed,
dams & gullies. Open plan home with 3
bedrooms.

SO

Contemporary home on 153 acres.
Open plan living, Grey Ironbark polished
timber floorboards, Western Red
Cedar windows. 5 bay colorbond shed,
150,000L rainwater tank and 4 dams.

SO

3 Bdm weatherboard home on approx
834.7sqm. Character filled cottage ripe
for a makeover. Stained glass & timber
windows and timber decorative trims.

NEW LISTINGS
STROUD “ALDERLEY PARK” ~ $875,000

4bdm home on 32 acres, stunning timber finishes, jewel coloured stained glass windows, soaring beamed ceilings, timber and slate flooring. Spa bath, solar heated in-ground swimming pool, full sized tennis court, gazebo
and studio style cabin. 3 sheds; power, workbenches and shelving.

BOORAL ~ $345,000

Approx 100 acres of cleared pasture improved land, some timbered areas. Hilly property w/ undulating to flat
areas. Creek, dams & gullies. Electricity & phone provided to the front of the fully fenced property. * Pls note, the
vendor would like an arrangement to continue to run livestock on the property & maintain the property as agreed.

STROUD ROAD ~ $200,000

3 bdm weatherboard home on approx. 664sqm. Decorative plaster designed ceilings. Tidy timber kitchen and
spacious lounge room. 2 separate study areas. Main bedroom includes mirrored built-in robe.

BULAHDELAH “PEACEHAVEN” ~ $990,000

120 acres of natural bush land and pasture. 8 paddocks, 2 stables, machinery shed and workshop, a 60mx20m
dressage arena, cross country jumps and a 400m grass exercise track. 5 bdm/2 bathroom home. Two
accommodation cottages.

BULAHDELAH “WILLOW-MERE” ~ $557,000

28 acres, privately set back from the road, tree-lined avenue. 3 bedroom home. Spacious kitchen, a large living
and dining area. Large open ended tractor shed, huge carport area, a lockup section, storage shed and stables. 2
bedroom living quarter in shed. Numerous dams, mains electricity along with solar power.

BULAHDELAH ~ Offers Over $495,000

3bdm/2bathroom home. Kitchen opening to the dining area, living space and lounge room. High ceilings, large
glass windows and doors creates a light and spacious zone. 6m x 6m double colorbond shed, a carport, a 12m x
6m colorbond shed.

NABIAC ~ Offers Over $399,000

Approx. 37 acres of undulating country, shade trees and 2 dams. 3 bedrooms and a lounge leading into the dining
and kitchen area. Soaring ceilings, glass sliding doors and large windows. Another accommodation, carport, 12 x
6m shed with solar system, work benches and 3 x roller doors.
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